
Swanspool Pavilion.  We have all heard over the last year or so that Wellingborough
Town Council wish to take over ownership of Swanspool Pavilion and gardens.  This
does  NOT include  Swanspool  House.   The  plan  took  a  step  forward  just  before
Christmas  when  WTC  were  awarded  a  grant  of  over  £800,000  towards  the  work
needed.  It took a giant leap forward in mid March when NNC and WTC agreed a price
and signed the Heads of Agreement document for the transfer of  title.   They have
appealed for photographs of the pavilion that they might use for publicity.  Do you have
any pictures of maybe a family outing there, or a picnic?

This set me wondering how and when the pavilion came about, so here is a summary.

Swanspool House and gardens were presented to the people of Wellingborough by
F.C.Chamberlain in 1919 and almost immediately the bowls club, who were already
using greens there,  wanted a pavilion.  In February 1923 their  formal  request  was
considered by the Pleasure Grounds Committee who reported that the Surveyor had
informed them that the cost of such a building would be about £250.  Due to the high
cost, the Council “could not see their way clear to provide the pavilion this year”.

By November 1924 it was reported that “Wellingborough ‘Swanspool’ bowlers … are
hoping to get a pavilion on the ground before play begins again”.

Two years later, in April 1926, the expected cost had risen to £350, but the bowls club
had raised £300 towards that, so Wellingborough Urban District Council’s committee
recommended the Council to instruct the Surveyor to proceed with it.  The plans were
progressed, but very much enlarged, such that the expected cost was now £1,000.
The matter was adjourned until October.

Better  news  came  in  December  1926  when  the  Council  reported  that  they  were
considering  the  pavilion  and  refreshment  rooms,  the  cost  of  which  would  be  met



entirely out of council funds, so the bowls club should return the money they had raised
to their subscribers.

But by February 1928 the scheme had ballooned and there was a snag.  Opposition
was raised at a Local Government inquiry about the Urban District Council’s proposed
expenditure  of  what  was now £3,000 in  building  a  pavilion  and refreshment  room,
together with a tea lounge and tea gardens.

Yet another year passed, but in January 1929 there was a breakthrough and “The
erection  of  a  sports  pavilion  at  Swanspool  Gardens,  Wellingborough,  is  to  be
proceeded with at once, and it is hoped it will be ready for the opening of the bowls and
tennis season”.

The Northampton Mercury reported the opening in its edition for Friday 18th April 1930
thus:  PLEASURE PARK PAVILION. A Useful Addition at Swanspool Wellingborough.
The  handsome  new  pavilion  in  Wellingborough’s  popular  pleasure  grounds,
Swanspool, was opened in the presence of a huge assembly on Thursday week. The
pavilion has been erected from the designs of Mr. R. S. Henshaw, town surveyor and
engineer, and takes the place of the old barn and stables, which have up to now served
as  refreshment  rooms.  It  is  a  brick  structure,  with  a  tiled  roof,  comprising  a  main
refreshment room and tea lounge, dressing rooms, kitchen, bar,  and an equipment
store. There is a verandah with glass roof to both wings in the front, and to one at the
rear - facing London Road. The ground at the rear, together with that at the south end,
has been laid out as a rose garden. The cost of the building will be over £3,000. Mr. J.
H. York, Chairman of the Parks and Pleasure Grounds Committee of the Urban District
Council, presided at the opening … Mr. York said the building was one that had been
well worth waiting for. The Council had been criticised for spending so much upon it,
but he contended that those beautiful grounds were worth the best the town could give
them. Mr. R. D. Pendered, before declaring the building open, replying to the criticisms
referred to, said the building would cost the town only little over a halfpenny rate for
loan and interest for thirty years, and he pointed out that in two years the receipts for
games played there brought in £300.”

So the pavilion was built, at last.


