The old Post Office, on Midland Road. One of the planning applications that we were
invited to comment upon was the proposed redevelopment of the old Post Office in
Midland Road. Although a mysterious fire damaged some of it two or three years back,
the main structure is said to be in good condition and the facade is most attractive. We,
together with other local bodies including the Town Council, fully support the
redevelopment because much of the building has been derelict for at least 25 years.
Indeed, a planning application was approved in 2005 to convert it into "mixed use" with
retail outlets on the ground floor and flats above, but it never happened.

Apparently, that is no longer the preferred business model and the new proposal,
lodged with NNC in October 2024, includes demolition of the entire site and the
construction of a new building of 45 one-bedroom and 29 two-bedroom flats. The
developer claims that the new building would be "sympathetic to local character”, but
seems to be anything but! The original facade, which could so easily be incorporated
into the new structure, would be swept aside and replaced by a bland 6-storey block of
no architectural merit at all. Six floors would be the same height as the Tresham
College building in Church Street and it would utterly dominate that part of the town.
Even the huge and ugly BT tower next to it only has five floors.

Following NNC's guidelines would mean providing 103 new car parking spaces, but the
proposal actually provides for only 14, the developer claiming that "as the area is highly
accessible by public transport” this is adequate for probably between 80 and 100
residents! They do propose 24 cycle racks, so perhaps buyers or tenants would have to
pass a fitness test before moving in, especially as they state the parking bays would
only be available to residents on the ground floor. There would therefore be no parking
at all for any residents on the other five floors, or for visitors. Objections have also
been made by or on behalf of the Fire Brigade, Police and other bodies, covering waste
(bin) storage capacity, access and several other deficiencies. You may have guessed
by now that our comments were less than supportive of these plans!
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Two pictures taken 117 years apart: when opened in 1908 and then in 2015. It looks
exactly the same today, even to the For Sale board! If we have our way, the facade
you see here will remain with us for at least another 100 years.

The present building was erected in 1907, opening the following year as a replacement
for the previous Post Office which, strangely perhaps, still stands on Church Street,
beside Warwick the outfitters.

Wellingborough News for Friday 21% February 1908 carried a detailed description of the
new building which was then about to be opened. This is long, but tells us much about
the latest facilities for office workers in 1908 and, since few of us will ever have been
inside most of the rooms, | think it worth reprinting in full:

“WELLINGBORO'S NEW POST OFFICE. A DESCRIPTION OF THE NEW
QUARTERS IN MIDLAND ROAD. We have much pleasure in giving our readers a
photograph of the new post office in Midland Road, Wellingborough.

Everyone will agree that the building is a decided improvement to this part of the town.
Our readers may take it, that the building is up-to-date in every detail, and
Wellingborough people should feel proud that they can now boast of a better Post
Office than that at the county town. In carrying out their schemes the postal authorities
have especially taken into consideration the convenience of the employees, and it may
be said that everything possible has been done towards this end. Seeing that it will be
but a short time before the removal of the authorities from the office in Church Street to



the Midland Road premises, we take the opportunity of giving a description of the new
building.

In the basement is a chamber fitted with a special boiler for heating purposes, this
having been supplied by Messrs. Cannon and Heffer. On the same level is the battery
chamber, and next to that is a fire-proof room for surplus cables. Also in the basement
is a large room for baskets, etc., which is connected with the sorting room by steps. On
a level with the street, and in the front of the building is the public hall. This is a large
airy room, splendidly fitted up with every convenience for the public. A special floor has
been laid down, and the hall is well lighted by large windows. The counter has not yet
been fixed, but it will run from one end to the other, and the side reserved for the
employees will be connected with the sorting department. This department is placed in
an entirely new building which runs away from the main building. It is a very large
room, fitted with the latest tables and appliances, and in the centre is an office for
registered letters. At the far end of the room are two rooms, one being set apart for the
postmen and the other for the clerks.

Every convenience is here to be found, a stove being provided in each room and
lockers for each of the employees. The sorting room itself is lighted by electricity. At the
opposite end to the postmens’ and clerks’ rooms is situated the Superintendent’s office.
On the ground floor of the main building is the messenger boys’ room, which is fitted up
as a kitchen, and which has its entrance from the yard at the back. The Post-master’s
room is also on the ground floor, and on a level with a room provided for the clerks.

On the first floor a large room has been set aside as an instrument room, whilst the
telephone room is on the same floor. By the side of the latter room is the ladies’ retiring
room, which is also fitted up as a kitchen. The Inland Revenue offices are on the
second floor, a room being set apart for both the supervisor and the officer. Then there
are three rooms for postal and telegraphic stores.

In the roof is a chamber by which the telegraph wires will be connected to the office.
The stairs have all made of a special stone from Bristol. Ample sanitary provision is
made at the top of the yard, whilst there are bicycle and truck sheds, and a
convenience for cleaning the bicycles and trucks.

Praise is due to Messrs. E. Brown and Sons for the manner in which they have carried
out the work, it being generally admitted that it is in every way satisfactory. Thanks are
also due to the architect, Mr. (John) Rutherford, and the clerk of the works, Mr. Barrett,
for their very successful efforts. Messrs. Thompson and Co., of Kettering, have carried
out the electrical lighting; Messrs. Gibson and Co., Leicester, the fittings, and Messrs.
R, Low and Co, Manchester, the. block flooring and paving of the yard.”

In 2022 an “Urban Explorer” went into the remains of the building and took these
pictures. He did not give his name, so we are unable to properly attribute them.



The loading bay
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The larger paper here is a commemorative cover for 50 years since the introduction of
the Penny Black stamp. It is postmarked 2™ July 1890 from Wellingborough London
Road sub-Post Office, which was on the opposite side of the road to the building
discussed here. The smaller parcel post label is dated 1903 and was probably issued
from the Church Street office. Both courtesy of John Darker.



The building has survived many changes since 1908, including building of the BT Tower
next door and the Sorting Office moving to the other end of Midland Road, but so as not
to dominate this Newsletter those stories must wait for another day.

John Rutherford designed at least 42 post office and sorting office buildings all over the
country, from St.Helier, llfracombe and Weymouth, to Carmarthen, Grimsby and several
in Liverpool.

Shortly after writing all of the above the developer withdrew their planning application.
However, we expect a new one to be lodged soon with probably only minor changes.

UPDATE: In November 2025 the application was submitted again with no noticeable
changes at all. It was approved, so at the time of writing (January 2026) the lovely old
building is due to be completely demolished. None of the original features will be
saved, even though they could so easily have been incorporated into the new fascia.



