WELLINGBOROUGH CIVIC SOCIETY

Charity No 264158

The Wellingborough Civic Society is a non-political organisation which aims
to help improve the general appearance of Wellingborough and the
surrounding area. It encourages the appropriate preservation, restoration
and re-use of historic buildings, whilst supporting quality regeneration and
developments which are sympathetic to the local environment.

Since 2009 the Society has encouraged positive development by giving out
an annual Civic Award for a building, new, restored or one given a new lease
of life, which incorporates either architectural integrity or is a community
project of benefit to local businesses and the town.
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A Brief History 1972 to 1979

THE LYRIC CINEMA — MIDLAND ROAD

The first Wellingborough Civic Society was formed in March 1972 with

Peter Gadd (Chairman) and Eric Roberts (Vice-Chairman) in order to try and
save the Lyric Cinema in Midland Road from demolition. When this project
failed and the building was demolished in May 1975 to make way for the
Arndale Shopping Centre, the enthusiasm and membership numbers waned.
Despite being involved with the planning for the shopping complex the
Society eventually folded later in 1975.

A steering committee was formed in August 1978 made up of members of
three Preservation Societies based in Wellingborough to relaunch the Civic
Society.

The inaugural meeting was held in the Tithe Barn on January 11" 1979,
chaired initially by the Chairman of Kettering Civic Society. It was agreed at
this meeting to re-form the Society and take over the original constitution and
Charity Commission registration.

Several members of the original committee were also re-elected at this
meeting and a bank balance, of approximately £3.00, was transferred to the
reformed Society.



A Brief History 1979 to 2024

THE MINISTER'S HOUSE — WEST STREET

An important campaign in 1979 re-invigorated the Society after the brief spell
of dormancy and happened at a time when a lot of old buildings were under
attack. One particular building was the Grade 2 listed Minister's House
located in West Street. This house which was built in 1734 and had a
historical link with Chapel adjacent, was due for demolition. The Society did a
lot of lobbying and saved the building.

CROYLAND HALL — HERITAGE CENTRE

In 1982, the Civic Society began campaigning for a museum in the town.
Much time and energy in the following years was spent on raising funds. The
Society was given the ground floor of Croyland Hall to set up a museum,
which the council stated had to be called a 'Heritage Centre'. This opened in
1987 and was run by the Society until 2006. The assets were then relocated
to the present museum which opened in Dulley's Baths in 2007.

WELLINGBOROUGH RAILWAY STATION

In 1986 Wellingborough Railway Station opened after a major restoration
programme, the opening is commemorated by a plague on the front of the
building. The restored building included a new ticket office, parcels office,
heated waiting room and a host of new facilities.

However the restoration of the Grade 2 building did not happen by chance.
In 1978 it appeared that the 100 year old building was certain for demolition.
Fortunately, the hard work of the Civic Society with the support of other
community groups ensured that the option to demolish was not the answer.

INNER RELIEF ROAD

In 1991 a plan for an inner relief road was proposed to run from Swanspool
House, through Oxford Street and High Street car park to Broad Green and
was to included many sets of traffic lights. After much lobbying, the plans
were dropped.

JOHN ASKHAM'S GRAVE

John Askham was born in Wellingborough in July 1825 and died in 1894; he
was known as 'The Shoe-maker Poet'. He is buried in the London Road
cemetery. His grave gradually fell into disrepair and became subjected to
vandalism. The Society negotiated for repairs to be carried out in July 2019
and agreed to tend the grave — a fact stated on the information board close to
the cemetery entrance. In August 2022 with the grave needing more
attention, the Society once again sought to have further repairs undertaken.




WELLINGBOROUGH ROUNDHOUSE No 2

Wellingborough Roundhouse No 2 is another part of the town's railway
history. It was built in 1872 to house the Midland Railway's locomotives.
After closure in1966, the red brick building saw use a warehouse for several
years. In 2011 attempts were made to get the building listed, but the
Secretary of State decided not to do so, as it was felt that too few of the
original features remained.

In 2019 with the building now owned by the Stanton Cross developers, there
was talk of demolition. The Council confirmed to the Civic Society that the
developers were aware that the Council wished to retain, repair and restore
the building.

In February 2020 it was confirmed that the Council was to discuss the
building with a view to approve it being listed locally. The listing was
approved and requires the owner to seek planning permission for the partial
or total demolition of the building. In March 2021 with consultations complete
the listing came into effect. A new road on Stanton Cross is now hamed
Roundhouse Way.

JACKSONS LANE CAR PARK

The site of Jacksons Lane car park is located within the town's Conservation
Area and is surrounded by a number of Grade 2 listed buildings and has a
long planning history.

Over a number of years the Council has acquired various buildings in the
area as the site was originally marked for a swimming pool. When these
plans changed in 2007, the Council tried to sell the site but received no
interest.

In 2013 a planning application was submitted for 133 homes but was turned
down. In 2018 planning permission for 114 homes was agreed. A campaign
began in the following weeks against the development, and a successful
petition collected over four thousand signatures.

In 2020 further amended plans were submitted for 121 dwellings but the Civic
Society objections remained unchanged. A new petition was started using a
website as opposed to the paper based version of 2018.

At a full Council meeting on December 8™ 2020 the sale of the site was not
agreed.

THE DRILL HALL

St Heliers as it was named in 1874 (or the Drill Hall as it is known locally) is a
Victorian villa built in 1870 by a family who had moved from Jersey. It has
seen various other uses as a nursing home and a training base for the TA.

In 2006 and under threat of demolition by the Council, the Civic Society ran
an effective petition and campaign which saw the plans withdrawn. The
threat of demolition re-emerged in 2014 when a planning application for
Jacksons Lane car was submitted, but the Council removed the Drill Hall from
the plans.




In 2020 the Civic Society was delighted to support plans for the conversion of
the building into a new complex consisting of 17 individually designed
apartments with state-of-the-art offices. The exterior of the building and the
slate roof have remained intact.

The Project was awarded the Annual Civic Award in 2023.

LEIGHTON COACH HOUSE

Once in the grounds of Leighton House, the 18™ century Grade 2 listed
building was originally owned by Wellingborough brewer John Woolston.

The building has been used by a gym, a meeting place for various religious
groups and from 1994, for many years, was the home of the Civic Society. In
between uses, the building had remained empty for many years.

In 2023 the Coach House was taken over by a local family firm as the base
for their Wellingborough funeral service. After renovation and refurbishment,
the building opened in March 2024.

The 2024 Civic Award was presented to the business on August 14",

Mike Parnell
Wellingborough Civic Society
December 2024



