
Croyland Abbey is owned by NNC and although renovation work has been done, 
successive councils have failed to find a long term use for the building, except that a 
school used it for a while.  NNC are consulting on the possibility of selling it, probably 
for conversion into flats.  It is a listed building and a change of ownership does not 
necessarily mean there will be any changes to the structure.

Historic England provided this picture which was probably taken in 1970 when it was 
listed.  They record that it is “mainly 17th Century and Victorian with part of the 12th 
Century monastic grange still evident in the form of a doorway in the west range”.  Note
the word “grange” – to be technical, there never was an abbey in Wellingborough, it 
was a monastic grange.  Anyone seeking clarification of this should look at Historic 
England’s entry on their official list, which is most informative but too long to repeat 
here.



You may well be thinking why, in the middle of describing Croyland Abbey, do we have 
an image of Wellingborough’s coat of arms.  There is a connection!

Starting with the shield, the five symbolic wells depicted on the shield refer to the five 
chalybeate wells of Wellingborough.  A chalybeate is merely a term meaning that the 
ground contains iron.  The red of the iron is the reason for red being a prominent colour,
together with gold symbolising wealth.

The gold-coloured crest (at the top) represents a sheaf of wheat and on either side a 
cog wheel which taken together symbolise, not only agriculture, but also the industrial 
aspects of the area. The colours of the cog wheel are black and red so as to 
complement the dexter supporter and the basic colour of the shield of arms.  A ‘dexter’ 
is a term meaning the right side of the shield, as seen by the wearer, so the left side as 
viewed here.

The dexter supporter is a rather angry-looking black bull - a further reference to the 
agriculture of the area and also used by the Crests of the old Wellingborough Urban 
District Council and Northamptonshire County Council. The bull supports a crosier (a 
hooked staff) and veil proper of an Abbot, which symbolises Croyland Abbey and hence
the connection here.

The sinister (meaning left side) supporter shows a gold lion from the arms of the 
Wellingborough Urban District Council.  It supports a Currier’s shave - a tool much 
used in the preparation of leather and so an allusion to the celebrated leather industry 
of the area. The inscription is self-explanatory and could apply to many towns.

So there we have it.  Croyland Abbey was so important to the town of Wellingborough 
that it is depicted on our coat of arms, and yet today North Northamptonshire Council 
want to sell it off.


